
 

   
 

Year  3 -Medium Term Planning Spring 1 

Our Focus: Our World 

 
 

Our Curriculum Core Text 

Hook 

Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

 
Our World 

 

Finance and Enterprise  

 

‘Water Warriors’ 

Alba the Three Hundred Year old Fish by Lara Hawthorne.  

 
 

Hook: Class fish! Wrap different packages of items needed to 

look after the fish and ask children to work out what it could 

mean. Deliver the class fish – how do we look after it? 

Children are aware of wider 

issues outside of their 

community and are able to 

connect these issues with their 

own experiences. Children to 

raise money for Water Aid UK 

by planning, organizing and 

participating in a sponsored 

walk. 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Trip/Visitors 
Key Questions: What is happening to our oceans and seas? 

Why is our water environment changing? What is clean water? 

Who has access to clean water? How important is clean water 

to our health and hygiene? How can we help?  How do people 

access water? How do people clean water? What are the 

different sources of water?  

Key Images:  Water filters, water purifiers, water butts, clean 

water, muddy water, water fountains, and muddy rivers. Images 

from the UK and Africa.  

Key Artefacts: Fish, bowl, food, water filters, bottles of water.   

Key Vocabulary: Water, equality, germs hygiene, healthy, 

hygienic and unhygienic. 

 

Speaker from Water aid UK. 

 

Sea life Centre London  

 

Crossness Engines + Crossness 

workshop in school 

 



 

   
 

Community / Global Project Outcome 
( KSA from Our curriculum map – Global skills) 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

Sustainable Development  

 

 

Self-awareness and reflection  

 

Informed and reflective action 

 

Concern for the Environment and a 

commitment for a sustainable 

development  

 

 

 
 

Week 

1 
 

6.1.19 

Brief outline of intended curriculum learning and activities  

 
Hook: Class fish! Wrap different packages of items needed to look after the fish and have these delivered to the classes with a letter from Mrs 

Shields. Read letter and ask children to work out what it could mean. Deliver the class fish – how do we look after it?  

 

Children to come up with a list of ways to look after the fish. How will we do it? What will we need? Who is responsible for the welfare of it? Use 

information technology to research. Use Kiddle.co Devise information leaflet. Curriculum link- English/computing 
Week 

2 

 

13.1.19 

 

Using pictures from the previous week’s learning, children to produce a reflection on what they experienced and what they found.  

 

Read the first half of, ‘Alba, the hundred-year-old fish’ by Lara Hawthorne- until the page ‘wonderful collection’ in English lessons. 

Key question- where in the world could this story take place? Use book for clues- bright blue sea, coastal area, warm shallow water, green grass (ie 

not desert). Children to use Atlases to explore where the story could have taken place. Name the seven continents and the 5 oceans, notice 

physical characteristics. Enc use of previously learnt vocabulary including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather. Notice/ identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. Children to mark their ideas on a world map and to write, using 

geographical vocabulary reasons for their choice/s. Children to come back to this map throughout term and add to it. 

Curriculum link- Geography (Includes some revision of key concept from KS1) 

Week 

3 

 

20.1.19 

 

Read up until ‘end of part 2’ labelled in book in English lessons.  Pose question to children ‘What is water pollution?’ ‘Is it real or fiction?’ Children 

then research water pollution on iPads making notes. Use Kiddle.co make notes under headings; what is happening/who or what does it 

affect/what can we do? 

 

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

After reading up to part 2 children to make a prediction about the rest of the book. Using their new knowledge of water pollution to inform this. Will 

it have an impact on the book? What is going to happen to Alba?  

Curriculum link-Geography/sustainable development 
Week 

4 

 

27.1.19 

 

Children to use notes from last week.   

Present findings as a grid; what is happening/who or what does it affect/what can we do? 

Curriculum- Geography 

 

Week 

5 

 

3.2.19 

 

Visit to London Aquarian to learn about sea animals in their natural environment. 

Photos, sketches 

Week 

6 

 

10.2.19 

Reflect on what we have learned so far. 

Begin to talk about how water is used closer to home ie school. 

How important are toilets and taps in our school? Investigation into germs and how they are passed on. 

Groups tasks; tally of taps and toilets in the school. TA as additional adult here. Or swap for a morning lesson. 

Questionnaires devised as to people’s attitudes and opinions about water. 
 HALF TERM 

Week 

7 

 

24.2.19 

Visit by Water Aid Speaker 

Focus on lack of clean water in some parts of the word. Find areas on world map (already in books) and label places spoken about 

with issues. 

Photos and reflections based on speaker. 

Curriculum link; Global project 
Week 

8 

 

2.3.19 

 

Begin to think about what we can do to make a difference. Introduce idea of sponsored walk- link to collecting water on foot. Explore 

Water Aid website and see what can be bought with specific amounts of money. See shop.wateraid.org. 

Children to look at what can be bought and for how much. Relate price to something that can be bought in the uk. (use of 

catalogues like Argos?) 

Print out pictures from site, children to select and stick in books and write about them.  

Link-Global project and maths 

 

Possible visit by Outreach Officer from Crossness Engines 
Week 

9 

 

9.3.19 

What would we do if there were no toilets in school? Explore concept and relate to examples on Water Aid site. 

Devise poster to highlight the issues and what we want to do about it (sponsored walk). 

 

Possible In school visit from Crossness 



 

   
 

 History Link- how was London’s sewage problem solved in Victorian times? 

 
Week 

10 

 

16.3.19 

Trip to Crossness TBC 

See link above-history. 

Week 

11 

 

23.3.19 

 

Sponsored Walk  

Collect in sponsor money 

Link; Global project/maths-money 

 

Week 

12 

 

30.3.19 

 

4 days 

Collect in sponsor money. What can we buy? Link it to shop.water aid 

Project round up in books. Prep for display 

 
 
 

 English 

 
Week 1 
4 days 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
4 days 

Focus of the week:  

 

Information/Fact Sheet 

on how to care for a 

fish.  

 

Focus of the week:  

 

Descriptive Writing 

Building upon children's 

vocabulary with a focus 

on figurative language. 

E.g. similes, metaphors, 

synonyms and 

alliteration.  

Focus of the week:  

 
Buildup of writing 

skills/language to 

create an underwater 

poem.  

Focus of the week:  

 

Continuation of writing 

underwater poems with 

a focus on editing and 

publishing them.  

Focus of the week:  

 

Follow up/reflection of 

our trip to SeaLife 

Centre. 

 

Initial introduction into 

narrative writing in 

which children write 

adventure stories based 

on Alba story. 

Focus of the week:  

 

Continuation of 

narrative adventure 

story writing.   

 

Edit and improve. 

 

Publish as book as time 

allows. 



 

   
 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

 

Week 3 
 

 

Week 4 
       

Week 5 
 

 

Week 6 
 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Mental recall (quick 

fire) of number bonds to 

10 and 20. 
Counting in halves. 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Times tables focus 2, 5, 

10 
 

Counting in quarters 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Times tables focus 2, 

5,10 and 3. 
 

Quick recall of doubles 

to 30 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Counting in 4s and 6s 
 

Quick recall of doubles 

to 30 

 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Times tables focus 2, 

5,10,3 and 4 
 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

 

Times tables focus 2, 

5,10,3 and 4 
 

 

Focus for the week:  

Number: Multiplication 

and Division  

Focus for the week: 

Number: Multiplication 

and Division 

 

Focus for the week: 

Number: Multiplication 

and Division 

 

Focus for the week: 

Measurement - Money 

 

Focus for the week: 

Statistics 

Focus for the week: 

Statistics 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

Context problems 

(some related to class 

topic) 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

Context problems 

(some related to class 

topic) 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

Problems using time  

 

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

Context Problems  

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

 

Context problems 

(some related to class 

topic) 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links: 

 

Context problems 

(some related to class 

topic) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discrete Subjects 



 

   
 

 

 

 Week 1 
 4 days 

Week 2 
 

 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

 

 

Week 5 
Visit to London 

Aquarium 

Week 6 
4 days 

 

Whole Class 

Reading 

Strategies:  Prediction 

 

Genre:  Fiction (Short 

Story) 

Strategies: Inference 

 

Genre: Fiction (Short 

Story) 

Strategies: Inference 

 

Genre:  Poetry 

 

Strategies: Questioning 

 

Genre: Poetry 

 

Strategies: Questioning 

 

Genre:  Newspaper 

Report 

Strategies: 

Summarizing 

 

Genre: Non-

Fiction (Leaflet) 

Science 

 

 

LO:  to explain that 

light is needed to see 

things, and that dark is 

the absence of light. 

 

 

Activity:  Mind map, 

sorting cards and /or 

feely bag. Use cards 

to write about 

light/absence of light 

using scientific 

language. 

LO: to notice that 

light is reflected 

from surfaces 

(including mirrors) 

 

Activity: investigate 

different materials 

using torches. 

Attempt to draw 

scientific diagrams 

with labels to explain 

what is happening. 

 

Labelled diagram 

LO: to recognise 

that light from the 

sun can be 

dangerous 

 

Activity: to relate 

sun safety to their 

own experiences. 

Class quiz 

(K/groups) 

Identify ways to 

keep safe in the sun-

poster. 

LO:  to use scientific 

terms ‘transparent’, 

translucent, and 

opaque 

 

Activity: find and 

investigate different 

materials and collate 

in a grid. Discuss why 

certain materials are 

used for different 

purposes eg glass is 

transparent and so is 

used for windows. 

 

Charts 

 

Science Investigation 

day 

NB will need  sunny day! 

LO: to explore how 

shadows are formed 

and what can alter 

them. 

 

Activity: investigate how 

shadows are formed. Set 

up a simple fair test to 

explore how shadows 

change during the day. 

Is there a pattern?  

 

Charts and photos, 

labelled diagrams 

LO: to use 

scientific 

language 

 

Activity:  using 

the photos, carts 

and labelled 

diagrams from 

the science day, 

describe what 

they have found 

out using 

scientific 

language. 

 

R.E LO:  to understand Sikh beliefs about God. 

Sikhs belief in one God is expressed in 

important values including selfless service 

(sewa), earning a living by honest means 

(kirat karma) and sharing with others (vand 

chhakna)  

Key questions:  

LO:  to understand the life of Guru Nanak.   

Key questions:  

What important religious experience did Guru 

Nanak have in the river and how did that and 

other experiences lead him to become the 

first Guru?  

How is Guru Granth Sahib treated which 

shows the great respect with which it is 

regarded? 

LO:  to describe Sikh festivals such as Diwali 

and Vaisakhi.   

Key questions: What festivals are 

celebrated? What happens at the 

festivals? What events do they 

commemorate?  

 

 



 

   
 

In what practical way do Sikhs show their 

belief for one God through the values of 

service, honesty and sharing?   

Guru Nanak,the 10 Gurus, Guru Granth 

Sahib,his teachings. 

 

Activity: Watch video, making notes under 

headings from flip. Produce mind map in 

books. 

How does the Guru Granth Sahib help Sikhs to 

make decisions for their community, their 

family and themselves? Gurpurbs (the 

birthdays of the gurus) and melas (including 

Baisakhi and Divali)  

 

Activity:  Listen carefully to the story of Guru 

Nanak. Discuss the important parts of the 

story. Note the key events. Write (or 

sequence) story carefully. 

Activity:  Watch  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrrW3

rO51ak –video about Divali 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fffDtJ

WUaM -Baisakhi 

Choose a festival to make a card for. Card 

to show reflect what happens at 

Divali/Baisakhi 

 

P.E 

 

Football coaching-

outside provider 

 

Complete PE scheme 

Outdoor Adventure 

Activities : Problem 

Solving : Problem 

Solving 

 

LO; to identify the 

features of an 

effective team. 

 

Activity; cooperation 

challenge 1; bench 

challenge and 

discussion. 

Football coaching-

outside provider 

 

LO; to understand 

how cooperation 

and responsibility 

affect a team. 

 

Activity; bench 

challenge recap. 

Then cooperation 

challenge 2; cross 

the river challenge 

and discussion. 

Football coaching-

outside provider 

 

LO; to recognise 

that every member 

of the team is 

needed in order to 

work effectively (ie 

win) 

 

Activity; bench 

challenge with 

birthday.  

HA with 2 member 

blindfolded. Then  

around the clock 

challenge. 

Football coaching-

outside provider 

 

LO; to discuss 

strategies and tactics 

to achieve an 

outcome. 

 

Activity; cooperation 

challenge 3- bench 

activity as wk 1 but 

without talking. 

The Place the pen 

challenge 

 

 

Football coaching-

outside provider 

 

LO: to consider why 

some teams win and 

some teams lose. 

 

Activity; as bench 

activity with secret 

number challenge. 

Then River Rope 

Challenge 

Football 

coaching-

outside provider 

 

LO; to consider 

our own 

responsibilities 

within a team. 

 

Activity; caving 

Art  

 

LO:  to compare and 

contrast work of 

different artists and 

cultures. 

 

Activity: children to 

discuss a variety of 

artwork from different 

artists and cultures 

starting with a specific 

look at Van Gogh-see 

LO:  to mix a range 

of colours and 

compare. 

 

 

Activity: colour 

mixing and tones of 

colour –eg mix 

yellow and red, 

white and blue to 

make seascape. 

LO:  to plan a 

seascape 

 

 

 

Activity: in K groups, 

children to explore 

different 

materials/effects to 

begin to plan a 

seascape. Children 

LO:  to create a 

textured collage 

 

 

 

Activity: in K groups as 

last week, children to 

review their initial 

ideas on ipads (or in 

books). Encourage 

children to improve or 

LO:   evaluate their own 

and the work of others. 

 

 

Activity: children to  

celebrate successes 

and making suggestions 

for improvement in their 

own and others work. 

Display all art work, 

children to circulate in 

LO; to explain 

why specific 

materials have 

been chosen to 

communicate 

mood. 

 

Activity; children 

to identify 

materials used 

and to reflect in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrrW3rO51ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrrW3rO51ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fffDtJWUaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fffDtJWUaM


 

   
 

pp. Use this as a basis 

to compare with 

another artist.  

 

Pared discussion. 

Individual recording in 

books.  

 

Photos needed 

 

 

Use wetted 

paper/card and 

explore the term 

‘water colour’. 

 

Individual. 

 

 

Water 

colours/various 

brushes/ palettes 

Paper A4 

arrange materials 

on a large scale 

piece of card. 

Each group to use 

the ipads to take 

photos of their ideas 

or aspects that 

interest them- print 

for books for 

reflection. 

Collaborative/no 

glue! 

 

Large scale 

paper/card 

 

Key vocab; overlap, 

materials, mixed 

media, collage, 

layers, texture, 

mood, 

movement,direction 

adapt their original 

ideas to formulate a 

collaborative large 

scale piece. 

 

 

Key vocab; overlap, 

materials, mixed 

media, collage, layers, 

texture, mood 

their groups making 

comments on post its to 

add around the outside 

of each piece. 

Children to have a 

chance to adapt or 

improve their work 

based on feedback. 

writing how the 

material has 

been used to 

create a 

specific effect 

or mood (eg like 

a ‘key’ to their 

piece) 

 

Collaborative. 

Music Charanga Year 3 /Spring 1  

Three Little Birds by Bob Marley 

Steps 1 and 2 

 

Charanga Year 3 /Spring 1  

Three Little Birds by Bob Marley 

Steps 3 and 4 

 

Charanga Year 3 /Spring 1  

Three Little Birds by Bob Marley 

Steps 5 and 6 

 

French LO:  to understand classroom commands 

 

Activity: listen to classroom commands in 

French and understand what they mean. Link 

to an action. Quiz game to check recall. 

LO:  to give classroom commands 

 

Activity: in groups, practise giving and 

receiving classroom commands. 

LO:  to write classroom commands 

 

Activity: to write a conversation involving 

classroom commands. 

Computing INSET LO to use coding 

language to give 

step by step 

commands. 

 

Activity; use LOGO 

on purple mash. 

LO; to use code to 

devise a sequence 

of instructions. 

 

Activity; use LOGO 

on purple mash. 

LO; to understand 

what algorithms are. 

 

 

Activity; use LOGO on 

purple mash. Continue 

at own pace. 

LO; to debug 

simple programs. 

 

 

Activity; use LOGO 

on purple mash. 

LO to understand 

how code is used in 

the real world. 

 

Activity; use LOGO 

on purple mash. 



 

   
 

 

Continue at own 

pace. 

Discussion/teaching 

points modelled 

through 

programme. 

 

Discussion/teaching 

points modelled 

through programme. 

 

Continue at own 

pace. 

Discussion/teachin

g points modelled 

through 

programme. 

 

Continue at own 

pace. 

Discussion/teaching 

points modelled 

through programme. 

Discuss everyday 

uses. 


